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should exist about a god who played such an important part in
the lives of seafaring folk. In the Trojan epos he figures as a
violent enemy of Troy, his indignation having been provoked by
the injustice of the Trojan king, Laomedon. Poseidon had
built the walls of Troy at the king's request with the aid of
Apollo, but Laomedon having cheated him in the matter of the
stipulated reward, Poseidon thereupon sent a terrible sea-monster,
which laid waste the crops and slew the inhabitants. They had
recourse to the oracle, which counselled the sacrifice of the king's
daughter Hesione. The unhappy maiden was exposed to the
monster, but was rescued by Heracles. The fable of this
monster, which is manifestly a symbol of the inundation of the
sea, is repeated in many succeeding stories (e.g., in the story of
Perseus, who rescued in a similar way Andromeda, the daughter
of the king of Ethiopia). There are numberless stories, in
which Poseidon appears as the father of the different national
heroes. The most important is, perhaps, the legend of Theseus,
of which we shall speak later on. There was scarcely a Grecian
town or district which did not lay claim to divine origin for the
person of its founder or ancestral hero. Again, the conception of
the wild stormy nature of the sea caused Poseidon to be repre-
sented as the father of various giants and monsters. By the
nymph Thoosa he became the father of the savage Polyphemus,
slain by Odysseus, who thus provoked the implacable enmity of
Poseidon. The giant Antsous, who fought with Heracles, was
also said to be a son of Poseidon; besides many other mon-
sters, such as Procrustes, Cercyon, and the Aloidse.

The favourite animal of Poseidon was the horse, which he was
supposed to have created. This may, perhaps, be due to the
fact that the imagination of the Greeks pictured to itself the
horses of Poseidon in the rolling and bounding waves. In
Athens the origin of the horse was referred to the contest
between Athene and Poseidon, as to who should make the land